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There are strong reasons for believing that whilst tubercle travels infectively through the body, and is derived from infective particles contained in air rendered impure by respiration, yet in this climate that it is very rarely produced by direct infection from person to person. It seems most probable, in fact, that for the active propagation of the disease, some increase in the virulence of the organism must take place outside the body, this intensification of its power being most commonly produced by the presence of animal organic matter in the air, in other words, by the absence of efficient ventilation. The favouring influence of a damp subsoil is also very distinct, and is probably due to the quality of the ground-air arising from such soil. With such premises as these it might fairly be anticipated that certain distinct areas of infection would be found in both town and country, though most abundantly in crowded, ill-ventilated Moreover, the inhabitants are for the most part wellto-do people. Out of 2,559 of population at the last census, only about 500 are poor, and live on the low-lying clay lands that surround the sandy downs upon which Bowdon is built. The remainder dwell in well-built, salubrious houses; they are well fed, and comfortable in their circumstances.
It will thus be seen that such a community are in a position peculiarly well-fitted to preserve them from attacks of tubercular disease. I was, however, hardly prepared for the result of my inquiries.
I obtained from the superintendant registrar of deaths an extract from the death-register of all the deaths from diseases of the lungs occurring in Bowdon, in the ten years 1875-84. Of these, twenty-two were from phthisis, but eleven of them took place in the low-lying clay lands before mentioned, There is yet another possibility, namely, that these poor sufferers might have drifted in their poverty from healthier houses into the cheap and unhealthy quarters in which they died. As a matter of fact, however, these work-people seldom leave the same district, though they may change their houses, and, as may be seen from the maps, the characters of the houses themselves is very much the same as regards accommodation, and their weekly rental varies very little in different streets. 
